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RC02 Call for Proposals to organize an international conference 
to advance research on a theme related to economy and society in 2021 

Deadline: April 15, 2019 

Are you interested in organizing a sponsored, international conference in your field of research 
expertise? 

The objectives of the International Sociological Association's Research Committee on Economy & Society 
(RC02) is to promote the development of the theory and practice of the sociology of economic life; to 
improve research and promote meetings in the field of the sociology of economic activity at all national, 
regional and international levels; to provide information on significant developments in this field, 
particularly through scholar publications; and to unite the professional qualities, social consciousness 
and experience of its members for work on the problems of the sociology of economic activities 
throughout the world. 

To this end, we are announcing a Call for Conference Proposals for an international conference to 
advance research on a specific topic related to economy and society. The conference is anticipated to 
yield an edited monograph or special issue in an academic journal on the conference topic. The World 
Society Foundation will be a major sponsor of the conference, providing a budget that will cover 
generous subsidies for travel and accommodations. Strong preference will be given to proposals for 
conferences held in middle- and low-income countries. This conference provides RC02 members a 
unique opportunity to advance the state of economic research while assisting in decolonizing knowledge 
regimes.  

The strongest proposals would be submitted by teams that include both a Program Committee and a 
Local Organizing Committee. However, proposals are also welcome from Local Organizing Committees in 
low- and middle- income countries, or from Program Committees lacking sufficiently strong local 
contacts in the global South. 

To get a sense of the RC02’s scope of research, applicants may wish to review our webpage: 
https://www.rc02.org 

To get a sense of a WSF-sponsored conference’s potential scale, applicants may wish to review past 
conferences that they’ve sponsored: https://www.worldsociety.ch/doku.php 

Application Criteria: 

Requirements for proposals: 

1. The conference theme must build on and advance an existing literature and be related to 
economy and society. 

2. The conference must have an open call for papers. 
3. The proposal must include plans for a published monograph and/or a special issue in an 

academic journal on the topic of the conference. The organizers may elect to publish the 
monograph in the WSF’s World Society Studies, but organizers are welcome to find alternative 
or additional outlets. For example, past WSF-funded conferences have published in Political 
Economy of the World-System Annuals, Paradigm Publishers, and the Swiss Journal of Sociology. 
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4. At least one organizer of the conference must be a scholar in good standing in both the RC02 
and the International Sociological Association (i.e., who has paid the membership fees at the 
time of application). 

Strong preferences for proposals: 

1. We strongly prefer the conference to be held in the “global South.” We define the global South 
broadly to include middle-income or low-income countries (using the ISA’s B & C Category 
Countries, see https://www.isa-sociology.org/en/membership/table-of-economies-by-category). 
Alternatively, proposals may be in a high-income location cognate with the conference theme 
(e.g., a conference on the social consequences of offshore finance held in Singapore), so long as 
organizers have specific plans for encouraging participation from researchers in middle-income 
and low-income countries.  

2. We strongly prefer the conference to be held in 2021 so that it will not chronologically compete 
with the International Sociological Association’s (ISA) World Forum in Porto Alegre, Brazil (14-18 
July 2020) or the ISA World Congress in Melbourne, Australia (24-30 July, 2022). 

3. Conferences organized with specific plans to encourage participation from researchers and PhD 
students from the global South (particularly category B & C countries) are strongly preferred. 

4. We prefer proposals that produce outcomes for local students or civil society. For example, a 
proposal that one or more international participants in the conference would speak in a local 
university or at a public forum. 

Conference Proposal Application Process: 

Applications will be in two rounds. The first round is due April 15, 2019. A RC02/WSF conference 
selection committee will select a short-list of proposals and provide constructive feedback. Short-listed 
proposals are then invited to revise their proposals by May 15, 2019. The RC02/WSF committee will 
then select the strongest proposal amongst the short-list and forward it to the World Society 
Foundation’s Board for approval. 

Applications should be emailed to Aaron.Pitluck@IllinoisState.edu 

Application Content: 

Applications should include: 

1) The conference’s title, location, and proposed dates. A list of the Scientific Board’s organizers, 
their institutional affiliations, and their contact information. A list of the Local Organizing 
Committee, their institutional affiliations, and their contact information. Please note that the 
members of the Scientific Board and Local Organizing Committee can overlap. Please also note 
that applications including only Local Organizing Committees are welcome. 

2) A description of the conference’s intellectual agenda. 

3) A more detailed description of where the conference will be held and the qualifications of the 
members of the Local Organizing Committee. The proposal should describe what local resources 
are available to facilitate the conference. The proposal should also describe how (if at all) the 
conference’s intellectual agenda is aided by the conference’s location. 



Page 3 of 3 
 

4) A proposed deadline for the open call for abstracts and research papers. Please see the 
Appendix as a guide. 

5) Specific plans (if any) for how the conference will encourage participation from researchers and 
PhD students from the global South, broadly defined, particularly from category B and C 
countries. 

6) Specific plans (if any) of how the conference can produce outcomes for local students or civil 
society. 

7) A statement that the organizers (or a sub-set of organizers) plan to produce an edited academic 
monograph or special issue of an academic journal on the theme of the conference. Do the 
organizers propose to publish with the World Society Foundation, or do they have alternative or 
additional plans? 

8) A conference budget in broad categories for up to 50,000 Swiss Francs (approximately 
US$50,000, 44,000 Euro). To promote international participation, particularly from less-
resourced scholars, past WSF-funded conferences have included full travel and accommodation 
funds for 20-30 presenters plus the keynote speakers. Please note that organizers need not 
budget for the post-conference publication, as this involves a separate budget process. 

Questions 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Aaron Pitluck, President of ISA Research 
Committee Economy and Society (RC02) and Chair of the ISA/WSF Conference Selection Committee: 
Aaron.Pitluck@IllinoisState.edu 

Appendix: Timetable Template 

Although we are open to the format of the conference, we expect that conference presentations that 
receive travel and accommodation funding (or reimbursements) submit full papers prior to the 
conference. Prior WSF-funded conferences have successfully used a two-stage competitive process in 
which researchers submit abstracts, and authors of selected abstracts are then required to submit full 
papers. Below is a template timetable for a two-day conference in July 2021. Your proposed conference 
may be shorter or longer and need not be in July. 
 
Widely publicize conference and call for abstracts: January 15, 2020 
Deadline for authors to submit abstracts: May 2020 
Deadline for organizers to accept abstracts and invite authors to submit full paper: June 2020 
Deadline for short-listed authors to submit full research papers: November 2020 
Deadline for organizers to notify all authors whether their papers are accepted for full funding: 
December 2020 
Two-day Conference: Mid-July 2021 


